Creation Sunday School Class #5
Review of Mount St. Helens Video

Definitions and Discussion
Part 3

2/14/10



Mount St. Helens
Explosive Evidence for Catastrophe
Video



Mount St. Helens before the 1980 eruption



Mount St. Helens after the 1980 eruption




Before

After




BEFORE
9,677 feet before the May 18, 1980 eruption

Weeks before, a large bulge pushed up on the
north side of the mountain.

By May 17, the bulge measured over 450 feet.



During the eruption




DURING

The top part of the volcano, 1300 feet worth, collapsed
and then blew out.

Power equal to 400 million tons of TNT energy

The same amount of power released as 1 atomic bomb
per second during the 9 hour eruption

Power of 30 thousand Hiroshima sized bombs

Steam explosion pits 125 ft deep, 2300 ft long, 1000 ft
wide ¢ reamed by steam 5 days after the eruption



850 foot high wave from Spirit Lake

Pyroclastidlows moved down the slopes at over 60 mph and
reached temperatures of 800 degrees Fahrenheit.

An ash plume billowed upwards for 9 hours

People nearby who had failed to heed the warnings to leave
the area were killed; 57 in all.

Spirit Lake, previously a beautiful lake near the mountain, was
destroyed by debris.



Spirit Lake Before




Spirit Lake After




About 2 years later

In 1982, at Spirit Lake, due to its outlet being
blocked, there was a breached dam

mud flows 30 feet deep and Y2 mile wide

5 canyons cut, some 100 ft deep



result was similar to Grand Canyqi/40 th
scalec gouged In one day

one canyon over 200 ft wide & over 100 ft deep



Mount St. Helens Canyon System




Mount St. Helens Canyon System




Grand Canyon




Grand Canyon




Grand Canyon




Erosion




Erosion

Figure 10




a forest that was catastrophically ripped from
the ground and is now floating in a nearby
lake

a log mat of about four million trees on the
lake



A Forest Destroyed

_—







